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Introduction 
When used to help provide pain relief in palliative care, ketamine is usually administered orally, but is also 
administered by buccally (for breakthrough pain) and by continuous subcutaneous infusion (for background 
analgesia). 
 

Ketamine is available as: 
 

• Vials which are licensed for injection, but which can also be administered orally (an unlicensed use) 
 

• Unlicensed oral solutions available as ‘Specials’1 in various pack sizes and flavours e.g. containing 
ketamine concentrations between 10mg /5ml and 500mg /5ml. The 50mg/5ml concentration is most 
commonly used. 

 

Ketamine Oral Solution 

Community pharmacists can obtain supplies of ketamine oral solution from the various specials 
manufacturers. It is available in many strengths and flavours from  ‘Specials’ manufacturers e.g. 
Cardinal Health (Martindale Pharmaceuticals Ltd) - Tel 0800 137627 
The Specials Laboratory in Prudoe – Tel 0800 0828 4925 
 

These companies usually keep limited stocks of some strengths, pack sizes and flavours, which are generally 
cheaper and have longer shelf-lives (e.g. up to 12 months vs. 3 months) than products that are made to order. 
 

Ketamine oral solution can usually be supplied within a period of about 3-4 working days. However to ensure 
continuity of supply in the event of any delay, the patient should be advised to obtain repeat prescriptions and 
take them to the community pharmacy that he/she uses 10 to 14 days before the next supply is needed.   
 

The hospitals in Newcastle use a 50mg in 5ml peppermint flavoured oral solution from Cardinal Health 
(Martindale Pharmaceuticals Ltd), which currently costs  £111.20 per 500ml plus a £10.00 carriage fee for 
each delivery. No patient details are required and the expiry of this solution is 1 year from the date of 
manufacture.  

 

Ketamine Injection Vials 

Oral Use 
Ketamine injection can be taken using an oral syringe (neat).    

• A sufficient quantity of ketamine for up to one week should be withdrawn and dispensed into a 
medicine bottle.  

• The bottle should be labelled with a 7-day expiry and store in the refrigerator.  

• Once the vials/ampoules have been opened they must be stored in the refrigerator and used within 

7 days.  

• The bitter taste can be masked by mixing the ketamine solution with pure fruit juice or ‘Carbonated 
cola’ immediately before swallowing.  
  

Ketamine injection preparations available  
10mg/ml   x 20ml  £4.22  100mg/ml    x 10 ml  £16.10  

50mg/ml   x 10ml  £8.77 

   
 

                                                           
1
 Made by a licensed specials manufacturer in premises that are inspected by the Medicines and Health Care Products Regulatory 

Agency. Their pharmaceutical quality should therefore be of a good standard and in many ways similar to that of a licensed product 



 

Supply Arrangements  

Ketamine injection is normally only supplied to hospitals, but arrangements can be made for it to be supplied 
to community pharmacies. 
 
The following details should be faxed to the manufacturer (Pfizer) on 01310 651006. 

Pharmacy name and address 
Pharmacist’s name 
GP’s name 
Patient’s name 
Dose of ketamine prescribed 
Quantity, strength and volume of ketamine vials required 
Name and branch of pharmaceutical wholesaler 
The pharmacy’s account number with the wholesaler 
 

N.B. Pfizer only distributes its products through Unichem. 

 
                

 

Role of Palliative Care Pharmacist (contact details available from hospices) 

To provide information and advice relating to the use of ketamine and other medicines used in palliative care. 
This may include information on availability and stability of ketamine preparations, drug interactions, 
compatibility with other agents given by subcutaneous infusions, and managing side effects where this is 
appropriate. 
 
Liaising with the patient’s GP, community pharmacists, nurses and other members of the palliative care team.     

 

 

 
 


